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Investment Analysis

Students
 For every dollar SPC students invest in 

their educations, their income increases 
by $5.90 over the course of their careers.

 Students enjoy an 17.5% return on their 
SPC educational investment, recovering 
their costs in just 8.6 years.

 Students with an associate degree in 
Pinellas County can earn an average of 
35% more than a high school graduate.

 Associate degree graduates in Pinellas 
County earn $414,200 more than a high 
school graduate over the course of a 
working lifetime.

Social
 Higher earnings, both from SPC 

students and businesses, expand the tax 
base by $197.5 million each year.

 Florida avoids $11.7 million in social 
costs each year due to SPC students’ 
improved health and overall reductions 
in crime, welfare and unemployment.

Taxpayers
 State and local taxpayers spent $73.4 

million in FY 2010-11 supporting the 
college.

 For every taxpayer dollar invested in the 
college, taxpayers see a return of $3.10 
through higher tax receipts and reduced 
government expenses.

 The rate of return for taxpayers on their 
investment is 10.3%.

St. Petersburg College plays a 
significant role in the economy 
of Pinellas County. The college 
makes an annual economic 
impact of $855.8 million, which 
is 2.4% of the entire economy. 

Here’s how: 
 Students who attend SPC make 

more money in their lifetimes, 
increasing their quality of life and 
spending. 

 Taxpayers enjoy increased tax 
revenues from a larger economy 
and fewer social costs. 

 The community benefits from 
increased job and investment 
opportunities, higher business 
revenues, greater public funding 
and lessened tax burden.

Economic Growth 
Analysis

College Operations
 Each year, the college spends $124.3 

million in Pinellas County on payroll, 
supplies and services.

Student Spending
 Students from outside the county 

(about 14% of the student body) 
spend $20.5 million each year in 
Pinellas County.

Student Productivity
 The increased productivity of workers 

educated at SPC creates $711 million 
in added income in the county each 
year.

Total
 St. Petersburg College makes an 

annual total impact to the Pinellas 
County economy of $855.8 million.
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